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Wars and Rumours of War
For each quote, decide whether it supports a pacifist response to war, or whether it lends support to a 
violent response.  Rate each quote on its own terms, and then sort them into order according to how 
strongly they make their argument. Put the quote that makes the strongest case for pacifism as number 
1, the strongest defence of war at number 9, and the others in what seems the appropriate order 
between those two extremes.

 Pacifist Just War
You have heard people say, ‘Love your neighbours and hate your enemies.’ 
But I tell you to love your enemies and pray for anyone who mistreats you.
Jesus, Matthew 5:43-44  

God blesses those people who make peace. They will be called his children! 
Jesus, Matthew 5:9

When you hear about wars and riots, don’t be afraid. These things will have  
to happen first, but that isn’t the end.  
Nations will go to war against one another, and kingdoms will attack  
each other.
Jesus, Luke 21:9-10

Obey the rulers who have authority over you. Only God can give authority  
to anyone, and he puts these rulers in their places of power.
Romans 13:1

Try to live at peace with everyone! Live a clean life. If you don’t,  
you will never see the Lord.
Hebrews 12:14

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
…A time to love, and a time to hate, a time for war, and a time for peace. 
Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 (abridged)

The purpose of all war is ultimately peace.
Saint Augustine

Peace is not merely a distant goal that we seek, but a means by which we 
arrive at that goal.  
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for  
war anymore.
Micah 4:3
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