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Different Responses to Homosexuality

Legal position

The legal age of consent for homosexuals is 16. Same-sex civil partnerships became 
legal in Great Britain in December 2005, and same-sex marriage became legal in 
2014.

Church of England (Anglican) statement

www.churchofengland.org/our-views/marriage,-family-and-sexuality-issues/human-
sexuality/homosexuality.aspx - HOMOSEXUALITY

The Church of England Synod has prepared this response on the subject of 
homosexuality. Below are some extracts from this:
“The Synod affirms that the biblical and traditional teaching on chastity and fidelity in 
personal relationships is a response to, and expression of, God’s love for each one of 
us, and in particular affirms:
• that sexual intercourse is an act of total commitment, which belongs properly 

within a permanent married relationship….
• that homosexual genital acts also fall short of this ideal, and are likewise to be met  

by a call to repentance and the exercise of compassion….

The statement treats human sexuality in a very positive way. It recognises that 
Christians are divided in their view of homosexuality in particular. They emphasise 
that Christians must reject all forms of hatred of homosexual people. They should 
protect those who are victimised.”

Roman Catholic Church statement

(Extracts taken from the Briefing Paper No. 6, Bishop’s Conference of Scotland)

• A distinction must be made between tendency and act. Having a tendency or   
predisposition to behave in a certain way does not justify giving expression to it.

 For example, anger; I am not entitled to vent my anger as and when I please 
simply because I have that tendency.

The same principle applies to heterosexual sex.
•  Homosexual sex can never be procreative. Sex which divorces the loving, 

affirmative aspect from the procreative aspect converts such intercourse into an 
end in itself. In this respect, the Church does not apply different standards to single 
people of either sexual orientation:

 The natural context for sex is within marriage, always open to new life.
• In Denmark a form of homosexual marriage has been legalised since 1989. By 

1995, fewer than 5% of Danish homosexuals had married and 28% of these 
“marriages” had already ended in “divorce” or death.

 (Wockner; Advocate; 726 4 Feb 1997: 26)
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• Human beings are not defined by their sexual orientation. Homosexual people, as  
human beings, have the same rights as others – including that of not being treated  
in a manner which offends their personal dignity.

• The Church is compassionate to people with this tendency and recognises the  
considerable numbers who struggle to come to terms with it. She seeks to bring 
the person to a greater fulfilment and healing, and a more profound understanding  
of the self. “Homosexual activity prevents one’s own fulfilment and happiness by  
acting contrary to the creative wisdom of God. The Church, in rejecting erroneous

 opinions regarding homosexuality, does not limit but rather defends personal  
freedom and dignity realistically and authentically understood.”

Some statements from the Bible to help your thinking:

“Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.”
Leviticus 18:22

“In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were 
inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men and 
received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.”
Romans 1:27

“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male 
prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor 
slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of 
you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”
1 Corinthians 6:9-11

The quotes above are from Bible verses which talk specifically about homosexuality. 
Many Christians would also stress the importance of considering the topic in the wider 
context of passages that talk of the need to love one another (such as 1 John 4, for 
example) and to balance the rejection of homosexual practices with the need to show 
love to those with a homosexual orientation.
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