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Predestination
Section One
Read the following Bible passages and for each one, write down what it suggests about God’s will or about 
human choice.

Bible Passage What it says about God What it says about humans

Deuteronomy 30:19-20

Psalm 139:1-6

Ezekiel 18:30-32

Matthew 22:14

Mark 16:15-16

John 3:16

Acts 13:48

Romans 8:28-30

Romans 9:22-24

Romans 10:9-13

Ephesians 1:3-5

Ephesians 2:8-10

1 Timothy 2:1-4
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Predestination
Glossary of Terms
Unconditional predestination: The belief that our eternal destination is set by God without reference to 
human choice.

Conditional predestination: The belief that our eternal destination is set by God with reference to human 
choice.

The Elect: Those who have elected/been elected to receive God’s grace.

Section Two
Read the summary statements for three theological positions on predestination. For each one decide 
whether it represents conditional or unconditional predestination and note any other significant features.

Calvinist

God decides everybody’s eternal destination, going either to Heaven or Hell. Humans have free will over everyday 
things – what to eat, who to marry, etc – but not over whether or not they respond to God’s grace. Their freedom in 
other decision making means they have moral responsibility for their decisions, and therefore all deserve damnation 
as all fall short of God’s moral perfection.

Lutheran

God chooses everybody’s eternal destination, predestining some to eternity in Heaven. Those who respond positively 
to God’s offer of grace take no credit in doing so, as they are only able to respond in this way because God has 
ordained that they will do so. Eternal salvation for the elect is seen as predestined, whereas eternal damnation is not 
– that is the result of the unbeliever’s sin, rejection of forgiveness and failure to believe. Similarly, Lutherans believe 
that the source of salvation is Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection, rather than God’s predestining.

Arminian

God has predestined everybody’s eternal destination, subject to our exercising free will in deciding whether or not 
to accept his offer of grace. The range of choices available to each individual is determined by God, which of those 
choices the individual makes is determined by the individual. God knows in advance how each individual will exercise 
their choice and predestines them accordingly.
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