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Claims made in ‘The Da Vinci Code’ are reproduced in bold,  
responding passages from ‘The Da Vinci Code: The Quest For Answers’ by Josh McDowell in italics

There were as many as 80 
gospels, but the Council of 

Nicaea in AD 325 suppressed 
all but four – Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John – to change the 
doctrine of the church.

‘By the time [Irenaeus] wrote his book 
Against Heresies, a century and a half 
before Constantine, those four gospels 
were so universally recognized that he 
referred to them as four pillars, going 

so far as to say, “It is not possible that 
the Gospels can be either more or fewer 
in number than they are.” A few lines 
later he says “the Gospel is quadriform, 

meaning, of course, four in number.”’

The Council of Nicaea debated which 
books to include in the Bible, and 
originated the concept of Jesus being  
the Son of God.

By the time the councils were finally convened, 
it was not for the purpose of selecting books. It 
was for the purpose of verifying which books the 
people of God had come to recognize as authentic 
[and] inspired, and that had been largely settled 
long before the first Council of Nicaea in AD 
325. Contrary to what Teabing says, the debate 
at Nicaea concerned not what books to include or 
even whether or not Christ was divine, but how to 
understand what those books said about Christ’s 
deity.

The majority of what we call the New Testament 
today was widely acknowledged a hundred years 
before Constantine, though it was not until AD 
367—six years after Constantine died—that 
Athanasius (a bishop at Alexandria who was 
banished five times by various Roman Emperors) 
finally gave us the earliest list of New Testament 
books that is exactly like our present  
New Testament.

Constantine was a life-long Pagan who converted  
to Christianity only on his deathbed (the book version 
goes further, claiming that his baptism only took place 
because he was too physically weak by that point to resist).

Paul L. Maier, Professor of Ancient History at Western Michigan 
University, summarizes what almost all historians believe about 
Constantine: “While Constantine was undeniably a flawed 
individual, historians agree that he certainly abjured paganism [and] 
became a genuine Christian convert.”

Christians had no concept of the divinity of Jesus  
prior to the Council of Nicaea.

To put forward that ‘Jesus’ establishment as “the Son of God” was officially 
proposed and voted on by the Council of Nicaea’ does not bring shame on 

Jesus, nor on his followers, but on any serious historian who would propose such 
a thing, in the face of all evidence to the contrary! 

Some of the most influential and outspoken first and second century followers 
of Christ had the same belief. Justin Martyr wrote of Christ, ‘being the first-
begotten Word of God, is even God’; ‘both God and Lord of hosts’. Irenaeus 
referred to Jesus as ‘our Lord, and God, and Saviour, and King’. Clement of 

Alexandria called him ‘truly most manifest Deity, He that is made equal to the 
Lord of the universe; because he was His Son.’”

Constantine unified the Roman 
Empire under a single religion: 

Christianity.

The fact is, there was no ‘official religion’ of 
Rome, not even emperor worship,  

per se. The empire had a policy of mutual 
toleration, meaning all ancient religions and 
sects were tolerated as long as its adherents 
also tolerated all others. Christianity was 
not tolerated because its converts declared 

allegiance only to Jesus. And Constantine 
absolutely did not make Christianity the 
‘official religion of anything’; the Edict of 

Milan in the year 313 simply declared 
that Christian worship was to be tolerated 

for the first time.
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