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Bible Commentaries

Excerpt A:
No part of the Bible gives us a clearer picture of the heavenly, spiritual dimension to earthly life than the 
early chapters of Job. Yet we are so used to the material world that we find these chapters difficult. They 
raise puzzling questions – for example, the heavenly conferences that we see in the first two chapters. 
On two occasions we are told that the angels of God came before God, and Satan himself appeared with 
them. Are we meant to take this literally? Does God summon Satan to stand before him? Does Satan 
taunt God? Does God respond by giving him permission to cause disasters? Can any or all of human 
suffering be explained in this way? What of the wars and natural disasters that are always present in the 
world; are there spiritual, evil forces behind them?

The Bible answers clearly that there are spiritual forces at work and that we are to take this passage in 
Job at its face value. This book presents itself as history, and is accepted as history by other parts of 
Scripture. The Bible regards Job as a real man (Ezekiel 14:14, 20) and his story as a true story (James 
5:11). It is important not to bring presuppositions to the Bible and say, ‘Such a thing does not happen; 
therefore this bit of the Bible is mythical, or legendary.’

Why Lord? The Book of Job for Today by Gary Benfold. (p21).
© Day One Publications 1998

Read the three excerpts from published 
Bible commentaries. Which approach to 
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each commentary?
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Excerpt B:
It is important to realise that the Book of Job is a narrative. That is, it is arranged as a chronological 
account of a series of events. Formally, it is a mixture of prose and poetry, as is the Pentateuch. But 
unlike the Pentateuch it is an entirely fictional story…

The story is ostensibly a simple one: Job, an exemplary man, passed a test imposed by God to discover 
whether his piety was genuine. He was made to suffer and protested against God’s treatment of him, 
but was eventually restored to his former stage of prosperity and wellbeing. Many modern critic, 
however, have found the book as it now stands to be profoundly unsatisfactory, full of incongruities 
and inconsistencies, and have questioned its literary integrity. These questions will be examined in the 
following pages.

It is clear that this story was not told simply to provide entertainment. It was intended to provoke 
thought. It has often been supposed that its main concern is with the so-called ‘problem of suffering’. But 
this is plainly an inadequate explanation. The experiences of Job have manifestly been used as a peg on 
which the author has hung a series of discussions on theological themes of the most profound and wide-
ranging kind concerning the nature of God.

Readings: A New Bible Commentary: Job by Norman Whybray (pp9-10).
© Sheffield Academic Press, 1998. 

Excerpt C:

It is presumptuous to comment on the book of Job. It is so full of the awesome reality of the living God. 
Like Job, one can only put one’s hand over one’s mouth (40:4). But God has revealed Himself, preserving 
at the same time the inaccessible mystery of His own being. So we must attempt the impossible thing 
which He makes possible (Mark 10:27). However forbidding, He fascinates us irresistibly until, by 
kindness and severity (Romans 11:22), He brings us in His own way to Job’s final satisfaction and joy. The 
story of Job is an invitation and a guide to discovering like his. It is especially the book for any who find 
themselves in ‘Job’s sick day’ as a result of some shattering experience…

The Old Testament book about Job is one of the supreme offerings of the human mind to the living God 
and one of the best gifts of God to men. The task of understanding it is as rewarding as it is strenuous… 
[The book of Job] plumbs the depths of human despair, the anger of moral outrage, and the anguish of 
desertion by God. From one man’s agony it reaches out to the mystery of God, beyond all words and 
explanations. It is only God Himself who brings Job joy in the end. And, when all is done, the mystery 
remains. God stands revealed in His hiddenness, an object of terror, adoration and love. And Job stands 
before him ‘like a man’ (38:3; 40:7), trusting and satisfied.

Tyndale Bible Commentaries: Job by Francis I. Anderson (pp 9 and 15-16)
© Inter-Varsity Press, 1976
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