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And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. Whoever sheds 
the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.
(Genesis 9:5b-6, Old Testament)

What basis does the passage give for demanding blood to be shed for the crime of shedding human 
blood? What is the significance of this?

If anyone takes the life of a human being, he must be put to death. Anyone who takes the life of 
someone’s animal must make restitution – life for life. If anyone injures his neighbour, whatever he 
has done must be done to him: fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. As he has injured the 
other so he is to be injured. Whoever kills an animal must make restitution, but whoever kills a man 
must be put to death.
(Leviticus 24:17-21, Old Testament)

Why do you think that this passage distinguishes between killing humans and killing animals?  
What basis might there be for regarding human life as more important?

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them, 
but to fulfill them . . . You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’
But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the 
other one also.
(Matthew 5:17, 38-39, New Testament)

How do Jesus’ words (above) affect your perception of the Old Testament verses discussed already 
on this worksheet? In what way can his comments about ‘eye for eye and tooth for tooth’
be seen as the fulfillment of the verse from Leviticus quoted above? Can you think of any other 
passages from the Bible which might be relevant for a discussion about Christian attitudes
towards capital punishment?
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